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Hale, Nancy THE PRODIGAL WOMEN Scribner 


This bids fair to be one of the most diScussed novels of the Fall. Some 
will greet it with enthusiasm for its achievement in mirroring a turbulent period of 
emotional upheaval, in giving form to what others have tried to and failed. Other 
readers will hate it for its daring, its realism, its over-—frankness, its acceptance 
of the fact that "the prodigal women" exist, even among the people we all know. (De- 
finitely, it is a book to "red flag" for public libraries.) Beatrice Borst tried to 
do something of this in Nearer the Earth (see Page 289) - and failed, in my opinion. 
Nancy Hale, by building her story of the "20's and '30's around three girls instead 
of one has made it more convincing. There is Leda March, in her teens self conscious, 
ingrown, painfully sure she is different and unpopular; there are the two Jekyll girls, 
Maizie, who shackles Lambert Rudd with the timeworn ailing wife role, and Betsy, who 
marries in haste and refuses to repent, but carves out for herself a career which 
denies the "double standard", until Hector Connolly comes into her orbit and forces 
her into perpetual recall and fear of her own past. Leda — in her girlhood - was to 
me the most challengingly drawn character; as she assumed the mantle of woman of the 
world, she became less real. As foil Lambert Rudd struck sparks from both his women - 
Maizie, whom he had been forced to marry, and Leda, who proved — up to the close — the 
perfect mistress. Nancy Hale has managed to draw a despicable character in rather 
fascinating lines. In fact, she has made her readers understand and, at times, sym- 
pathize with each of her characters in turn - though there is a brittleness in handl- 
ing that rarely breaks through the surface to touch a chord of poignance. A brilliant 
job. And a difficult one. $3.00 


Short shrift, this time, but lots of saleable goods 


A sequel (chronologically in reverse) to 1940's success in THE MAN MISS SUSIE LOVED by 
Augusta Tucker (Harper); a full panoplied novel of three generations, THE VALLEY OF 
DECISION by Marcia Davenport (Scribner); a sure seller in the ever-popular Lloyd Doug- 
las with THE ROBE (Houghton, Mifflin). a novel in wholly new vein for him; Marion Sims 
most substantial book, REYOND SURRENDER (Lippincott); and a timely and human book by 
Phil Stong, ONE DESTINY (Reynal & Hitchcock). Unusually high rating in mysteries. 


t 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS .- Fiction 


2€ 
October 14 
Eisenberg, Frances MY UNCLE NEWT Lippincott 
* I wish this could have the breaks it deserves. We loved its predecessor, 


There's One in Every Family, and the easy, captivating humor and sound human nature of 
last year's enfant terrible, Joey, is fully contrived again in a new character, Uncle 
Newt, a sly, spry, stubborn old rascal of 74. Uncle Newt, whose main concerns are 
liquor, good food, bumming ready cash and getting his way, settles on his niece, Pearl, 
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in her Knoxville rooming House. Amoral, guileful, and ¢onsistently cussed, he brings 
abysmal failure to pious Pearl's schemes to redeem his soul. Artless, ingratiating 
entertainment in the record of his career in leading her a dance. This sort of yarn 


is fun reading, and good "escape". And she does it well. $2.50 
October 5 ad 46 
Tucker, Augusta THE MAN MISS SUSIE LOVED Harper 


Your customers who liked iss Susie Slagle for its warm humanness will 
like this; those who were interested in it primarily for its inside picture of medicine, 
will find this less concerned with terminology and practice and medical ethics, and 
more important historically in its story of how "Johns Hopkins" came into being. For 
in this book the author turns back the leaves to Miss Susie as a young girl, falling 
hopelessly in love "for all of her life” with Chris Beverly; to their separation, his 
return determined to take her back to London with him, and his death, victim of the 
very inadequacies of medical and surgical knowledge which he had sought to obviate. 
From that moment, her life was tied to the building of the great hospital which was to 
bear the name of its donor, and - against the background of old Baltimore -— you see 
the real Johns Hopkins, as he was understood and loved by the girl, Miss Susie. The 
book has more of plot and story than iss Susie Slagle; the author has gained something 
in craftsmanship, but still has much to learn. But - as in the other book — she has a 


human quality that makes up for many shortcomings. And I liked the book. $2.75 
October45 22, 
Singmaster, Elsie A HIGH WIND RISING Houghton, Mifflin 


An historical novel set in the Pennsylvania Dutch section, in the years 
from 1730-1755, a vivid picture of the farmer-pioneers, and of their relations with 
the Indians, seen close up, with no glamour, as dirty, uncouth, savage children, some 
few trustworthy, others crafty and mean. The German settlers are pictured through the 
story of a small boy, found in an Indian camp, and taken away to live with his grand- 
mother on the outskirts of the German settlement. He has learned Indian lore and way 
of thought and life; later, through Conrad Weiser, well-known intermediary, he learns 
to bargain with them; finally his woodcraft saves him and his family from massacre. 
There is so much incident and excitement, so much gruesome detail, that the customary 
picture of serenity and quiet in the Pennsylvania Dutch settlements is completely 


merged in confusion, activity and noisome conflict. $2.50 
October * 
Kuszmaul, Rose NOBODY'S CHILDREN Houghton, Mifflin 


A sensitive, muted and poignant story of a state orphanage, of a group of 
tough, sullen, dirty faced youngsters and the young woman sent to be their manager. 
Sarah Malstrom is close to thirty, but inexperienced, immature, afraid. As she learns 
to command respect, to win their trust and affection, she too changes. There are the 
children, particularly Michaelsen, who is stubborn but gentles down; there is Darcy, 

a French Canadian; there is Joe, whose father was a "con" and whose one hope is to go 
home, and so one The story ends as Sarah, more secure, more independent, accepts the 
fact that she will always lose those she loves best, decides to leave the home. $2.50 


x) 
Octcber—<2-——— \- “}. u 
Nichols, Edward J. DANGER! KEEP OUT! Houghton, Mifflin 


A series of profile+like sketches of the people, departments, activities 
of an oil refinery, that combine to give the portrait of an industry that demands 
close cooperation between departments and men. There is no plot, no central charac- 
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ter, no single thread to bind the whole into one - other than in the plant itself. 
Here are the pressure stills, the day shift, the old line bosses and workers, the 
newcomers —- efficiency experts, chemists, research men, and their dreams of futures; 
there are the occupational tragedies, labor troubles, reactions of men to women work- 
ers. There is the life outside the plant, the picture of the days of crude oil pro- 
duction, the clash as new ways come in, the close feeling of men for their jobs and 
their plant. First hand story of the drama of the works, with the human element well 
reported, and a somewhat technical approach to the plant itself. Less colored by the 
social aspects of the problem than, for example, the Halper books. $2.50 


October SF Seo 


Allis, Marguerite THE SPLENDOR STAYS Putnam 


In theory, one thinks of the women and girls of the early 1800's staying 
at home and doing embroidery and running their households. Here is a story which 
bears witness that, just as our ships carried our wares far away, so too it was fated 
that some women should live beyond their period. The story of the Hart sisters opens 
in the backwater of Saybrook, Connecticut, but the marriage of Ann to Isaac Hull, hero 
of the War of 1812, results in three of the sisters seeing not only politics-ridden 
Washington, but turbulent South America, where one sister, Jeannette, had a hopeless 
love affair with Bolivar. Boston, New York, New Haven - through the seven sisters a 
panorama of life in the first quarter of the century is painted. Famous figures cross 


the stage. And the sisters stand out individually, to the end. An unusual novel. 
$2.50 


October 28 
Davenport, Marcia THE VALLEY OF DECISION Seribner 


This comes closer to the pattern and mood of such a book as Dynasty of 
Death than it does to the author's own Of Lena Geyer. There is the Pittsburgh steel 
city background, there is the integration of the family motivating the story. But, 
though one follows the career of the steel mill family, the Scotts, through three gene—- 
rations and into a fourth, it is Mary Rafferty, Irish born maid in the household of 
William and Clarissa, who focusses the interest of the story on herself. Mary's 
brother was born to trouble, labor agitator in the mills; Mary was innately a gentle- 
woman, gallant, clear sighted, loyal, even to the point of refusing to have anything 
to do with the son, Paul, who loved her and whom she loved, because she put the family 
tradition first. Through her very sacrifice, she became a symbol to them all, she held 
the family together, she kept the mills intact, she wove the thread of her love into 
the fabric of the Scotts. From 1873 to the present - a compact, closely written piece 
of America in the making. $3.00 


October 27 
Douglas, Lloyd C. THE ROBE Houghton, Mifflin 


One feels intuitively that into this book, Lloyd Douglas has put the 
soundest piece of scholarship and the finest work he has done. I found it fascinating 
in its recreation of the period following the crucifixion in Palestine, and the begin- 
ings of the spread of Christianity to the Greek and Roman world. And yet the story is 
definitely the story of Marcellus, young tribune, son of the Senator Gallio, and of his 
Greek slave and comrade, Demetrius, cultured, well born, and a power for good in his 
master’s life. Marcellus is exiled to Gaza for being too outspoken and offending the 
rulers; there chance takes him to Jerusalem, and the reputation of his legion of cut- 
throats and desperadoes makes them the choice of Herod and Pilate for the executioners 
at Calvary. Marcellus, hiding from the sense of doom overhanging him, plays dice for 
Jesus’ garments, and wins the robe. And thereby his whole life pattern is altered. The 
robe itself seems possessed of a magic healing power and he turns back to Palestine, 
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to follow the mystery. Romance - adventure - the philosophy of Judaism - the rebuild- 
ing, bit by bit, of the gospel story as he follows the footsteps of Jesus, all form 
background for his conversion, and his fearless choice of martyrdomwhen Caligula be- 
comes emperor. Lioyd Douglas has a gift for teaching a lesson and at the same time 
telling a good story. This is a new departure in period and motive, but the same 
characteristics prevail. $2.75 


Ottetrer 28 n) )> 


Horgan, Paul THE COMMON HEART Harper 


The setting is Albuquerque; the time, post first world war; the theme, the 
conflicts which almost destroy a marriage and which are resolved through the self- 
sacrificing understanding of the husband. Peter Rush is a doctor — his wife, Noonie, 
a firl from Rochester, who has drifted, after two years of marriage, into an unreal 
life of fear, disdain and guilt. Peter, after some years of this, falls in love with 
Molly Foster, successful novelist, who has come to Albuquerque - and, only when Noonie 
attempts suicide, does he realize that he must break with Mollie for the sake of his 
wife. A story of conflict followed by a measure of adjustment, of the effect on the 


child Donald, who senses the tension. Diffuse - not fuloy integrated. $2.50 
IR: 30 
Feiner, Ruth YOUNG WOMAN OF EUROPE +} j—— Lippincott 


Here’s an author who seems to have had better press than sales, and I 

doubt whether this novel betters either. It is the life story of Renate, self told, 
"born between two races, two countries, two religions". She traces her insecure child- 
hood, the first world war, jobs in Berlin, the advent of Hitler and her father's ar- 
rest for murder. Her lover, too, David, charming, easy going philanderer, is a scape- 
goat for his half Jewish ancestry. She goes to England, twice attempting his rescue 
and finally getting him to England, whenshe realizes she no longer loves him and turns 
to an American, Tim. The plot seems tenuous, though she writes well of the aftermath 


of Hitlerism in the lives of little people. $2.50 
j 
Sims, Marion BEYOND SURRENDER 11| 4 Lippincott 
. Her most ambitious novel and the first period novel she has done - in this 


story of bankrupt, ruined, post Civil War South Carolina. It is a substantial, sym- 
pathetic presentation of the desperate predicament of the plantation aristocracy, re- 
turning to barren land and no money; of Negroes confused by their new status, demand- 
ing more than the whites could give; of crooked carpetbaggers, of the socially encroach- 
ing class of tradesmen who grew rich at the expense of the old regime. Denis is deter- 
mined to salvage his plantation despite his creditor's demands, and those of Ben's 
daughter, Polly, whom he marries, only to find her petulant, pleasure loving, self- 
seeking. His hopeless love for Sharon, the hard violent years of reconstruction, the 
worry of necessity of sacrificing land that the plantation go on - all robustly, hold- 
ingly told. A good job, with a wide general appeal. Rentals and sales. $2.75 


November 6 
Stong, Paul ONE DESTINY Reynal & Hitchcock 


s I liked this better than anything he has done for some time; of his Iowa 
farm novels, I like it next to State Fair. And it is a book that needed to be done —- 
and done now. For here is 2 big slice of America, the America of the farm lands, the 
farm communities, at the time of the outbreak of war. From a sense of an ingrown in- 
ability to see beyond the markets for their produce, the farming folk are jolted out of 
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"it can't happen here" to “it has happened here". This is the story of the Murdocks 
and the women they loved and the community they belonged to and served. Of the in- 
stantaneous swingover to an appreciation of their part in the picture; of sacrifice 
accepted, yes even the sacrifice of staying home on the farm; of petty neuroses set 
aside; of normal patterns of living going on, along somewhat different grooves. It 
is particularly the story of Johnny Murdock, born to fly, and of how became a hero 
without knowing it; it is the story of Royal Murdock, who hated Johnny because they 
loved the same girl, and of how chance yanked him from a swivel chair job to the 
Battle of the Atlantic, where he sank the sub that attacked him; it is the story of 
Clay Murdock who found more adventure at home than most of the others found abroad - 
and who got his men. First and last it is a story of true Americans in action - on 
the home and foreign fronts; not of the farm bloc seeking favors in the halls of Con- 
gress. A parable which makes a plea, effectively. And a story that is good entertain- 
ment, with live dialogue and vigorous people. $2.50 


November 9 
Baldwin, Faith THE REST OF MY LIFE WITH YOU Farrar & Rinehart 


A story of marital problems and emotional upset and reconciliation. Though 
the first half of the book deals with Dr. Norman's first marriage, the main interest 
lies in the unfolding of the pattern of his second marriage, after Irene's death, to 
Judith, who wants to be loved for herself, and not as his image of her. She tries to 
make him see their marriage as a partnership; the problems conveyed are very real ones, 
not definitely black and white, but subtly balanced. The marriage almost breaks, as 
Judith leaves him - to set herself straight, and he realizes where the fault has been 
and how much'he needs her. One could wish the person of the mother-in-law had been 
more realistically handled; the other characterizations are good. But the interest is 


primarily in the psychological situations which are deftly handled. Rentals, largely. 
$2.00 


November 12 
King, Mary Wentworth FLOOD TIDE AND STARS M. S. Mill 


A sentimental story of an "ideal" family, the Holbrooks, whose happy home 
is threatened by the upset caused by the son falling in love with his "sister" Jean, 
who turns out to be adopted. This rocky road to romance is further complicated by a 
spy mystery on Cape Cod, which Dale and Jean help to solve. They discover religion 
just when life seems hardest - and there's due share of flag waving, when Dale enters 


the Air Corps. Neither well-written nor well-developed, with only a few good spots. 
$2.00 


Ritner, Ann SHELTER WITHOUT WALLS Me S. Mill 


More substantial than the average light novel, in a family story of diverse 
loves, losses, problems and conflicts. The family is the Bennisters; the father, newly 
appointed head of local university, conventional, short-sighted, disappointed in the 
lives his girls choose to lead. There is Beatrice, who marries a missionary and goes 
out to China, where she commits suicide; there is Abby, who marries a liberal; there 
is Constance, the youngest, who marries the missionary after her sister's death. Com= 
petent, credible. $2.00 

December 4 


Greig, Maysie THE WISHING STAR Doubleday, Doran 


An obvious quadrangle story, in which the wife plays dog in the manger, 
trying to hold on to both her husband and her lover, although both of them are in love 
with another (the same) girl. Contemporary complications with a mined ship, air raid 


accidents, war time hospitals ~ and deliberately engineered misconceptions, which final- 


ly straighten out, leaving a couple presumably together again - and romance triumph- 
$2.00 


ante 










































October 1, 1942 MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND TERILLERS -516- 
Reteder—t8— NL OUT) ser yet 





|  y Yates, Margaret Taylor MURDER BY THE YARD Macmillan 


Honolulu's Davvie McClean in another bit of independent intrigue as she 
plays ahunch and follows down the Japanese agent she has foiled two years back. Kid- 
napped third degreed, she shoots her way out of a very tight spot, getting the facts 
on Pearl Harbor just a day late. Adventure - this time - with customary light touch. 
Fair. $2.00 

October 23 VY 


Mecham, Philip AND NOT FOR LOVE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


* Bright backtalk, and smooth confusion in a story which involves double 
death, arson, blackmail and new and old loves and hates. Cynthia, who tartly tells 
about it, jumps right in and with her supplying the whirlwind finish, she and her 
Uncle Elly help ineffectual Cartright to solve it. Elegant entertainment. $2.00 


Novemberg 
Holmes, He He - ROCKET TO THE MORGUE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
* Inventive background for the expert team of Lt. Marshall and the nun, Sis- 


ter Ursula, in a case of double murder involving a coterie of dada scientific-fiction 
writers. A rosary and a photograph are sole clues to a locked door problem, with the 
speculations of the scientific scribblers balanced off by the shrewd deduction of 
Sister Ursula. Clever going. $2.00 


r November 12 
THE FOURTH MYSTERY BOOK Farrar & Rinehart 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts THE LIPSTICK Eberhart, Mignon G. DEADLY IS THE DIAMOND 
Wylie, Philip TROUBLED WATERS Pentecost, Hugh CAT AND MOUSE 
Lyon, Dana I'LL BE GLAD WHEN YOU'RE DEAD Patrick, Q. DEATH RIDES THE SKI TOV 


Another grand collection, good entertainment money's worth, if not all 
from the topmost drawer. The Rinehart is murder made to look like suicide; the Eber- if 
hart is a jewel killing; the Wylie has a fishing background off Bimini, for a killing; 
the Lyon is a solid piece on a wrong guy getting his when he tries to pin murder on 
an innocent man3 the Patrick is a far-fetched, speedy yarn of murders and jewel theft; 
the Pentecost is concerned with a new radio beam and the death of the inventor.$2.50 


November 13 
Eberhart, Mignon WOLF IN MAN'S CLOTHING Random House 


* Urbane Eberhart in a murder yarn engulfing Nurses Drue and Sarah, in at— 
tendance on a gunshot case. Sarah, to protect Drue turns amateur sleuth, but as the 
mystery deepens and attacks continue, is forced to come clean with Lt. Nugent to catch 
the killer and rout the spy. $2.00 


December 4 


\@ 
Barber, Willetta Ann & MURDER ENTERS THE PICTURE Doubleday, Doran 
Schabelitz, R. F. 


The team of Kit Storm, illustrator, and his new wife, Sherry, sleuth 
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through four murders among Sherry's Vermont relatives, and as usual it is Kit's 
sketches and this time, his knowledge of etching, that provide illumination on the 
killings and the interrelated problems. Good number in this series. $2.00 


December 4 
MacDonald, William Colt THE CRIMSON QUIRT Doubleday, Doran 


Peter Piper, a cattleman's detective, in unfamiliar fange lands, discovers 
a murder and a clue, a red quirt, which leads him to a lawless group, out to steel a 
nearby ranche After extensive sleuthing and abundant gunsmoke, Piper wipes out the 
crooks, almost singlehanded, finds a ranch for himself where he can settle down with 
the daughter of the rancher he saved. Competent. $2.00 


O'Neil, Kerry DEATH AT DAKAR Doubleday, Doran 


Pat, a girl newspaper correspondent, steps into the shoes of a murdered 
foreign agent, who had been impersonating her, and stumbles intg a plot to secure a 
valued formula from the widow of a great industrialist. Kidnapped, escaping overboard 
off a yacht, shifting from Dakar to Rio and back, and finally netting of a group of 
Nazi cutthroats, with our girl doing some pretty amazing things in the process + all 
this seems to make a pretty naive seteup for a thriller, $2, 00 


A Late Comer - ‘twixt and ‘tween Fiction & Non-fiction 


Tate, Allen & AMERICAN HARVEST Le B, Fischer 
Bishop, John Peale - editors 20 Years of Creative Writing in the J, S, 


Short stories (Hemingway, Anderson, Benet, Cather, Lardner, Dos Passos, 
Weidman, Caldwell, Steinbeck, Porter, and others); extracts from novels (Wolfe, etc.); 
critical writing (Van Wyck Brooks, Edmund Wilson); poetry (T. S. Eliot, Marianne Moore, 
Frost, Millay, Louise Bogan, Mark Van Doren, Tate, etc.); essays, sketches, and sO On, 
The gallery of names is enough to recommend this as a source book for study courses on 
contemporary (for the most part) American writers. One could wish for more editorial 
comment and historical, as well as biographical notes. As it stands, it is an excellent 
anthology of American moderns, good reading, good spanning of a continent's writing, 


$3,350 
run ~F 164 1 OR 
MUST BOOKS 
November 
Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan CROSS CREEK COOKERY Scribner 
* Nobody could read Cross Creek without the gastronomical instincts coming 


to the fore. I found myself jotting down recipes as I read the galleys, some of them 
I've tested - others are still on the aspirant list. And now comes the fulfillment of 

a dream, more Cross Creek good things to eat. Almost I felt that I should weigh my- 
self before and after taking; I am sure I gained some pounds! A beguiling cookbook - 

on all counts. Delightfully personal, with many glimpses into the human side of life 
and the warm personality of the author; and yet it is a straightforward cookbook, with 
side comments interspersed, to be sure, but recipes drawn from her treasured horde, 
tried and found acceptable in the magic of her Cross Creek home. From soup to pudding ~ 
with the aid of Dora, the indispensable Jersey cow. "Scratch a cook and you get 3 re~ 


cipe"— carried out through not enough delightful pages. Decorations by Robert Camp,Jr, 
32,90 
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AND TWO DARF HORSES 


October 28 
Ripley, Dillon TRAIL OF THE MONEY BIRD Harper 
* This is a honey, and the kind of armchair adventure that is all too scarce 


at the moment. Mr. Ripley has successfully combined information about the strange, 
little-known birds of New Guinea, the fearsome yet childlike headhunters, and the 
trials and satisfactions of a scientific expedition. The locale is in the public 

eye, and people are aware, too acutely, of "these Indies and their riches.e.a chain 
across the sea.s.eripe for the picking." The naturalist and the ornithologist will 
claim the book with avidity; the general reader will not find the pace of the story 
slowed up by the bird material, which falls into its place as local color. There are 
amusing and pathetic anecdotes of the natives, of remittance men, dancers, beach comb- 
bers, the female tripper, and others he encountered - a life that is no more. Dr. 
Ripley sailed with a group of friends to Dutch New Guinea in 1936. It took stout— 
hearted voyagers to take in their stride the hardships of the expedition:- the 59- 
foot schooner, short rations, infections that refused to heal, nettles, two appendec— 
tomies, bouts of malaria were a few of the "inconveniences", recorded with keen sense 
of appreciation of the shades, fascinating accounts of the various birds, and animals, 
which balanced off the difficulties for Ripley, a zoologist. Fascinating reading. 


$ “or $3.50 
November-5 are ~~ 
Conan 19¢ea 
Buchanan, Aimee THE LADY MEANS BUSINESS Simon & Schuster 


Sub-titled "How to reach the top in the business world" - this promises to 
be a blueprint for the business woman who has the chance of a life-time to seize op- 
portunities never before opened. In a sense, the timing seems wrong, for the oppor- 
tunities are there for the taking. This, however, should help women face the situa- 
tion intelligently, weigh the possibilities of the various fields, and make the most 
of it. With promised S & S backing, this book should sell:- (1) it is a good book; 

(2) it is a real self help book; (3) in addition to offering sound advice, it is 
good reading; (4) it covers a broad range, from novice to experienced business woman. 
The author knows her stuff, has had wide experience in hiring, firing and training, 
and is Director of the Research Bureau of the Encyclopedia Britannica. For the novice, 
she outlines 19 basic jobs, shows how they may be used as stepping stones, offers the 
beginner a five year plan and 29 "musts" on office decorum. The second part is keyed 
to the experienced business woman. In it she gives suggestions for coping with compe- 
tition from men, recognizing insurmountable prejudices, play-by-play strategy for 
getting ahead. Her keen and witty analysis of male executives will be readily recog- 
nized (will the men relish it?). Down-to-earth rules pointing to success. G2r60— =v 
2 2%. 2 
A Few Sure Bets for the Adding Machine 


Good reading in THE FLYING TIGERS, by Russell Whelan (Viking); a new Ogden Nash, GOOD 
INTENTIONS (Little, Brown); another Van de Water, MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY (John Day); 


a new Mari Sandoz, CRAZY HORSE (Knopf). See below for reports. | 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 

October 46 “10 

Kent, Louise Andrews MRS, APPLEYARD'S KITCHEN Houghton, Mifflin 


Entertaining trivia, spun on the thread of cookery, but not as definitely a 
cookbook as Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings' Cross Creek Cookery. She stresses the what—not- 
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to-do's but .does not omit the how-to-do's, and succeeds in presenting a record of 
successful experiments as well as standard dishes without ever becoming matter-of- 
fact listing of recipes and directions. In the tone of Yrs. Appleyard's Year she 
comments on extraneous matters, as she marshals her data from beverages to baking, 
uses of cheese, desserts, eggs, preparing menus, putting up preserves, and so on. To 
be sure, this for the connoisseur who cares to give more of care, attention and in- 
gredients than wartime pressure and economies indicate. But it is definitely mouth- 
watering. With this as a New England appetite whetter - and Cross Creek Cookery for 
Southern tastes, the Fall has already a good balance in readable gourmandism. $2.50 


October 15 


Eisenschiml, Dr. Otto WITHOUT FAME Alliance 


A Viennese-born American tells his story, his life and education in Austria, 
his determination to become a chemist and the ways by which he accomplished this; his 
coming to America and his first job at a Pittsburgh blast furnace. Then odd jobs un- 
til he landed with the American Linseed Oil and achieved fame as an expert on oils. 
Sidelines of experimentation brought him queer customers and problems; and the first 
world war widened the scope of his chosen profession. Why Was Lincoln Murdered? in 
1937 established him as a lecturer and historian. Then with the European unrest, he 
returned to Austria a number of times, helping the needy there, sensing the implica- 
tions of approaching war. Thoroughly engaging account of one man's life, and fresh 


and new material on chemists, their standing, their work, their importance today. 
$3.50 


Funk, Wilfred & Lewis, Norman A MORE POWERFUL VOCABULARY Wilfred Funk 


Anyone who finds words a fascinating study will readily fall for the lure 
of testing his (or her) own vocabulary, for here is a book that not only provides 
practical ideas for enlarging any vocabulary, but shows up the shortcomings and weak- 
nesses by progressive tests. The arrangement of the material in a thirty day course 
towards “a more powerful vocabulary" successfully avoids making the exercises mono— 
tonous, as interludes on historical creation of language, variety in approach, through 
channels that are sure to catch the interest from one angle or another, tests on syn- 
onyms, antonyms, spelling, pronunciation, plurals, and so on carry one from one step 
to the next. The authors show how every day can contribute its quotae This is not a 


memory course, but a solid first aid to better speech. $2.00 
October 16 
Fairbairn, Major We. E. HANDS OFF! Self Defense for Women Appleton-Century 


Companion volume to Get Tough! - prepared with the limitations of strength 
and training of women in mind. Not a book for those in the service, but for any woman 
today who may be forced to protect herself at some time or other. A manual of self 
defense, with twenty methods - no holds tarred, and women's physical weapons used to 
best advantage - kicking, "kneeing", bumping, etc. The "chin jab" is depicted as 
easy; I'm all for testing it out. Concise descriptions, and action photographs. 
Suggestions for vulnerable spots - the little finger, the Adams apple, the elbow. 
Suggestions of how to break the coat hold, the belt hold; of how to use an umbrella 
with good effect on the attacker, and less risk to the umbrella. All clear enough 
until he comes to the “match box technique" which left me a bit puzzled...See page 
274 (Get Tough). $.75 
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Octeber—1a- / /°| 
Bacher, William A. — Ed. THE TREASURY STAR PARADE Farrar & Rinehart 


* Those who have listened to the Treasury Hour programs will welcome the news 
that here are the best of those scripts in book form. Skilful adaptation of stories. 
headline material, verse and drama have succeeded in putting over ideas and ideals of 
democracy, of our place in the world today, of the pathos and heroism and tragedy of 
the pattern forming week by week. For distinctive flavor read Education for Life; 
Jarvis Bay; Paris Incident; The Silent Women; A Report on the State of the Nation; 

So Long, Son; The Bishop of Munster. Almost all honest emotions are tapped. And a 
reappraisal of the material, in written form, confirms one's realization that here is 
a new type of dramatic writing that stands at the top of creative work in literature 
today. $2. 50 


Horrabin, J. F. AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY n/4 Knopf 


Horrabin made me map conscious as I had never been before; now he succeeds 
in using all his dramatic sense of geography to recreate world history in terms of 
geography. He gives it warmth and color where most writers on geopolitics seem ab-— 
struse and dull. He views geographic factors in history not alone, but in relation 
to other factors; he outlines world history from the angle of technical advance made 
along with the recognition of geographical aspects, the influence of climate, soil, 
protective features; rivers and inland seas and ocean shore lines (in that order) con- 
trolling history; the opening up of trade routes, of land transportation; imperialism 
fostered by the railroads; finally world economic interdependence. He reaches the 
conclusion that national sovereignty must g0; there must be an end to private profit, 
to racial domination; that cooperative planning on a world wide scale is the ultimate 


objective. $1.50 
Whelan, Russell THE FLYING TIGERS Viking 
S The story of that amazing volunteer group of pilots who went to China to 


fly under Claire Chennault. Fast reportage for this record of the A VG, a group of 
American youngsters whose nerveless courage and determination has had scant equal. 
Chennault had retired from the Army Air Corps in '37; he went to China, but got no men 
until the crisis over the Burma Road brought things to a head. By the end of 1941 he 
had 80 pilots, a ground crew of 132, and the best available aircraft. Here is the re- 
cord of seven months relentless action, of hardship and heroism which gave them a 
score of 800 planes to their 55, of 1500 Japs to their loss of 8 pilots. Good popular 
bet, with publisher push. $2.50 


October 20 


Mantle, Burns, Fd. THE BEST PLAYS OF 1941-1942 Dodd, Mead 


This is a popular annual, and has a more or less predictable sale to public 
libraries, school and college libraries, Little Theatre groups, etce The volume this 
year includes Angel Street; The Moon Is Down; Junior ‘iss; In Time to Come; Blithe 
Spirit; Letters to Lucerne; Candle in the Wind; Jason; Hope for a Harvest; Uncle 


Henry. 1% $3.00 
October 21 
Seabrook, William NO HIDING PLACE Lippincott 


With no inhibition, hesitation, in fact with a certain exhibitionistic sat- 
isfaction, Seabrook tells his life story (touching only in passing on material covered 
in his travel books). Quite a life! Early introduction to a strange world by way of 
a lotus-eating grandmother; an early love for his young mother and a good Freudian 
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hatred for his brother; college, reporting, hoboing, the first world war, marriage 
(No. 1) to Katie, feature writing in New York where he caroused with the Village In- 
telligentsia. Arabia - Haiti - the Ivory Coast - and success in his books. Marriage 
No. 2 - excessive drinking and the Asylum interlude, recuperation, relapse, and divorce. 
No reservations in exposing his prevalent unhappiness, his "twisted desperations"”, his 
sexual abnormalities. Not a book for the squeamish; but for some, good sensational- 
ism. $3.00 
October 22 


White, Marion : IF WE SHOULD FAIL M. S. Mill 


Based on versions of proclamations by Nazi and Japanese and the punish-— 
ments meted out for any infraction of these decrees, this series of sketches, laid in 
various parts of the United States, unsparingly indicates what it would be like here, 
if we should fail in this war. How edicts against the Jews, against national money, 
broadcasting equipment, disrespect to officers, private ownership, against sabotage, 
defiance of labor regulations, violations of Axis authority, would affect our country- 
men under Axis occupation, is a grim theme: the payment for insurrection, as transferred 
from conquered countries to this country, is a nightmare of horror. In terms of peo- 
ple we all know, this makes a propaganda piece to bring home the cost of failure to 


this country. $1.50 
October 23 


Henderson, Harry B. & WAR IN OUR TIME Doubleday, Doran 
Morris, Herman C. 


Life Magazine has demonstrated conclusively -— if it needed to be shown - 
that half the reading public is picture minded. Here is a connected analysis in pic- 
tures, with expanded caption text, forming a history of world chaos, 1931-1942, "“uncen- 
sored and authentic”. For here, from Manchuria on, is the record of the news camera, a 
new historical technique. All kinds of war demonstrated ~ war of nerves, psychological 
war, diplomatic warfare — and physical warfare in all its 1942 horror. The basic theme 
is the struggle between war and democracy, with its roots in such activities as the 
Black Dragon, the Tanaka document, and so on. Some superb photography; some inter- 
esting chiefly for subject matter; and a good job of collation and layout. $3.75 


Kazin, Alfred ON NATIVE GROUND Reynal & Hitchcock 


Not an easy book to report briefly, as it is compact, close writing, a 
book to study a bit at a time, to ponder, a book some will quarrel with, others will 
find crystalizing their own conclusions about modern American prose writing - and all 
will agree is stimulating and provocative. Kazin starts his study with the late-—bloom— 
ing of realism in the career of Howells, trailed by Garland and Ed Howe. The class 
struggle, the frontier, the agrarian bitterness shifted thought towards naturalism, 
then ~ with the turn of the century - the genteel tradition put up a last fight. It 
took a Dreiser to explode it, and to open the way for the muckrakerse Next came the 
reign of socialist intellectuals and the spirit of experimental inquiry, vivified by 
such scholars as Veblen and Dewey, humanized by the Chicago and the Greenwich Village 
groups. The post war period brought Mencken as master of the revels, Anderson and 
Lewis as new realists, liberal criticism, the "lost generation" group - and the element 
of social purpose when the economic crisis took hold. A quotable, challenging book - 


but not popular reading. $3.75 
Eliot, Major George Fielding THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH Reynal & Hitchcock 


Announcing a new and completely revised edition of one book by a “war ex- 
pert" that has stood the test of time. The Naval Training Schools are using the origin- 
al edition, and Naval authorities are urging that it be brought up to date. In its new 
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form it promises to be the up-to-the-minute book on our continental strategy, our stra- 
tegical positions in the two oceans, the job of the Army and Navy, the interrelations 


of Foreign and Military policies, and Economic and Military policies. $3.00 
October 25 
Dunlap, Orrin &. Jr. THE FUTURE OF TELZVISION Harper 


Ten years ago Orrin Dunlap wrote of the Outlook for Television. Today he 
analyzes the whys and hows of the future, the possibilities of service and employment, 
the economic and artistic complexities, the legal aspects, the financial and scientific 
aspects. He envisions it as one of the great new post-war industries, the theatre of 
the home, and a tremendous educational force. He then studies the subject in relation 
to the theatre, the screen, the present type of broadcasting, the world of sports. At 
the end, he goes a bit too scientific and technical for this reader with the "hows" of 
television in this opening age of electronics. Definitely for people already inter- 
ested in the subject. $2.50 

October 27 


Brown, John Mason INSIDES OUT Dodd, Mead 


A drier, present day companion -to the classic Speaking of Operations, as a 
famous theatre critic attends his own opening, in a brief record of his first exper- 
ience with hospitals and an operation. Total recall of the prelude, the "life hori- 
zontal", convalescence, the "dangling", the return home. He omits no angle of hospital 
life, but it is strictly personal, with moments of high humor, clinical comedy, and 


polished writing. You know your own market for this. $2.00 
October 26° \0 
Gillies, Mary Davis ALL ABOUT MODERN DECORATING Harper 


Virtually a one volume course in modern decorating, as the Interior Decora- 
tion Editor of McCalls Magazine takes one through the intricacies of good taste, hows 
and whys, of decorating the modern home in the modern manner. She skillfully avoids 
the extremes, and is flexible in presenting basic principles which makes possible an 
adaptation of the modern and the traditional for modern rooms. Practical handbook, pre- 
suming one wants to study the subject from the ground up, or that one has the opport— 
unity to plan and execute a modern home, unhampered by possessions. One could wish 
she had given somewhat more space to the use of what one has (there are scattered 
anecdotes and examples, but the general impression is that of working with an empty 
slate). Nonetheless, she has succeeded admirably in showing the neophyte how to ap-. 
proach the problem, how to fit the home to the family needs and interests, how to 
analyze the problems of background, color, lines and form, composition, scale, balance; 
how to use architectural features, table fittings. On the whole, she has held to her 
aim of making this a usable book for the average budget. At the close, she supplies a 
list of modern designers, which adds to the books value for students. Fully illus- 
trated with photographs and sketches and diagrams. Good value. $3.00 


Guyer, Michael F. SPEAKING OF MAN Harper 


In spite of an easy, readable style, the author cannot quite escape the 
professorial touch, and I see the book, primarily, as collateral reading for students 
of biology, psychology and philosophy. This biologist looks at man and studies him 
in various phases of activity, his reactions, how he meets various social problems, 
what makes him tick. Man, the highest expression of the animal world, has not taken 
the precaution of breeding superior men. In most states sterility laws are not en- 
forced, morons and imbeciles continue to have children and fill institutions. All of 
this has been said before, but this is a pleasant restatement and review of man's be-, 
haviour. The author is the Professor of Zoology, University of Wisconsin. $3.50 































{ 


October 1, 1942 ‘ Non-fiction ie -§23. 
wv 
October” 28 4 






Harper 





Rice, John Ae I CAME OUT OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 


Those in the field (or in the know) in education associate John Rice with 
Black Mountain College experiment in progressive education, so this title seems on the 
face of it, a contradiction. However, its significance is that out of the 18th cen- 
tury traditions, came one of the sensational innovators of modern education. The first 
two thirds of the book deals with his early life, and merits the comparison made by the 
publisher with Life With Father, in its echo of a period, rather than in the form it 
takes. From the cotton plantation through the succession of parsonages his parents 
occupied, on then to Columbia Female College of which his father became President, 

then to life on a rice plantation - this is a chronicle of family, relatives, homes, 
education - North and South Carolina backgrounds, livened with well done family por- 
traits, incidents and sympathetic recapturing of childhood and youth. His educational 
career was, for the times, advanced — the Webb School, Tulane, a Rhodes Scholarship 

and Oxford = and always new friends, new discoveries. His own teaching career, cul- 
minating in the explosions which followed the inauguration of Black Mountain College, 
eventually ended his career in the educational world. This part of the book occupies 
the last third, and explains a private civil war against existing dogma. Thoughtful 
reading. $3.00 


Stead, William H. DEMOCRACY AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT u{ Harper 


A challenging and dramatic book, drawn from a background of years of exper- 
ience in the UeS.e Employment Service and as Dean of the School of Business, Washington 
University, and an important book as background for post-war planning. Leaders of 
business, labor and government should find it valuable as a survey of the radical 
changes that have come in the last two decades. Some will challenge it as a green 
light towards radicalism, but a close study of the thought behind the thesis will 
indicate the author's thorough belief in the control of the democratic process by the 
people. He sees a planned economy and takes away instinctive fear of the phrase. He 
analyzes causes of unemployment, shows weaknesses of our social legislation, discus-— 


ses manpower problems during wartime, and urges looking forward to world cooperation. 
$2-50 


4 
Steele, Zulma ANGEL IN TOP HaT VW Harper 


The biography of Henry Bergh, the man whose life was bound up with the Soc- 
fety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and its side issue (for him) of The 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. An exhaustive (and somewhat ex- 
hausting) study of a man who emerges as a fanatic, a bore, important only because of 
all the credit due him as a pioneer in his field. Son of a well-to-do shipbuilder, he 
inherited no taste nor aptitude for his father’s career, and was labelled a dandy, 2 
fope He traveled luxuriously through Europe; he occupied a diplomatic post in Russia; 
and then returned to New York and a life work instigating reforms in treatment of 
animals in the teeth of hostile business men and a satiric press. There is a gruesome 
picture drawn of the conditions of animals in service - the street car horses, the 
slaughter house, stray cats and dogs. The founding of the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children was more or less forced upon him, but he never put his heart 
into it as he did into his own pet hobby. There is interesting material here, but th 
handling strips it of the vitality it might have had. $3.50 


Werth, Alexander THE TWILIGHT OF FRANCE yf Harper 


The success of Yoscow Diary (Knopf) makes the reissue of Werth's earlier 
books on France (The Destiny of France and France and Munich) in one volume a wise 
publishing venture. Werth has proved himself one of Europe's leading jouranlist- 
interpretors, and these books form a political chronicle of the period efter World 
War I,' up to the beginning of the second war. Incisive portraiture of the governing 
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class, of Doumergue, Laval, Blum, Daladier, Bonnet, etc. Shows prescience and under-— 
standing of the causes that brought France's downfall. An important background book. 


$3.50 


Cetober 28 
Hambro, C. Je HOW TO WIN THE PEACE Lippincott 


Measured up against the stimulating and challenging books that are coming 
off the presses on this subject, this seems dry, didactic and second hand. It is a 
long drawn out affair, filled with quotations from other writers, and almost wholly 
lacking in any opinions of his own. He quotes from George Washington, Woodrow Wilson, 
Hitler, Herbert Hoover, Ida Wylie, Franklin Roosevelt, J. Edgar Hoover and others, 
with no regard to chronology. He traces the war movement — the peace movement - 
through the ages, pointing out our mistakes and encouraging us not to repeat past 
errors. He seems to feel that the present war stems back to the time of Heine, he 
analyzes the German creed from Kent, Hegel and Nietzsche on. Limited market. $3.00 


Octover-Z9 1) /4 


Cramling, Oliver & FREE MEN ARE FIGHTING Farrar & Rinehart 
A P Correspondents round the world 


History is being made every hour and the chroniclers are the foreign cor- 
respondents. Some of the best writing of the day is appearing in the daily press, so 
it is well that Oliver Cramling is bringing together the best of the news stories 
written by the A P correspondents. The text reads as a chronology of events from 
August 28, 1939, to July 4, 1942, and the net impression is the best total recall of 
the past three years that could be given. The editor has woven the news stories to- 
gether by brief connecting paragraphs, placing the correspondent for locale and time. 
There is an extraordinarily high level of good writing, so that it reads in easy nar- 
rative style, dramatic, sufficiently detailed, and interesting even for those to whom 
it is not new. $3.50 


October ?? 
Van de Water, Frederic MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY John Day 


With the fond affection and gentle humor one expects of Van de Water's 
rustic records, here is the story of his companions in the canine, equine and bovine 
world. There is Black Boy, Newfoundland harum scarum; three Scotties, Meg, Cricket 
(her problem child), and Wullie the charmer; the horses, Barney (a mistake they didn’t 
keep), Bob, an oldster to whom they gave a home for his old age, and Nancy, playful 
filly; finally there is Molly, the Jersey to whom affection is grudgingly given. I1l- 
lustrated ‘by William Arthur Smith. All right of its kind — nostalgic, friendly. But 
not up to A Home in the Country. $2.50 


November &~ 1 


Noyes, Alfred POEMS OF THE NEW WORLD Lippincott 


"Old School" verse about the New World, America, strongly rhymed and rhythmed 


arid obviously dated by its sentimentality. Poems of our heritage of freedom, of our 
forefathers, of Revolutionary times and Indian days, of "his mother England" and "his 
sweetheart America", of California and Maine and Connecticut. Frankly, it is hard to 
recapture a schoolgirl enthusiasm for Alfred Noyes, but I imagine there are lots of 
readers who have a nostalgic appreciation of verse of this kind, even today. $3.00 ) 


Holbrook, Stewart NONE MORE COURAGEOUS 1; /)6 Macmillan 


A topnotch journalist contributes his record of the exploits of American 
heroes in the war so far. Most of the names and incidents are familiar to newspaper 
the voyage of the 
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Marblehead, Harry Olson's trip on a life raft, Captain Wermuth's "one man war" on 
Bataan. A lively, spirited, breezy and almost fictional style which brings men and 
incidents alive. He has drawn his material from official sources, from interviews 
wherever possible, and the result should find a ready market if it does not get side- 
tracked because of already existing and fuller accounts of the same men and same 
deeds. An encouraging book to read. $2.50 


November 4 
Reed, Ruth THE SINGLE WOMAN Macmillan 


Disappointingly evasive and good only so far as it goes, this is based on 
a survey of single women over 30 years of age, and is a discussion of the life, work, 
and usefulness of the single woman. Causes and conditions of spinsterdom, whether 
social, family, career, personal; the need of making a home; of getting on with peo- 
ple; types of social adjustment; work; relations with children, with men. Straight 
survey, based on interviews, and of sociological value rather than of help to the 
individual. Not to be compared with the Katherine Bement Davis of some years back 
either for thoroughness, realistic approach or courageous honesty. $2.00 


Thompson, Virginia POSTMORTEM ON MALAYA !1437 Macmillan 


The author of Thailand does an important book for background and reference 
in this appraisal of Malaya. A serious study of this country of many peoples, many 
administrations, whose fundamental weakness lay in its lack of homogeneity. Inhabit— 
ants, geography, crops, tin and rubber, (both over—produced and over-capitalized, 
bringing the country alternately prosperity and poverty); the wartime trade boon, 
militarization and the passive defense measures of this valuable region. Proof here 
of English flexibility and apathy, of the anachronistic crown colony system, of ar- 
bitrary administration. For students of regional background, primarily. $3.00 


November 5 
Irving, Frederick C. MD SAFE DELIVERANCE Houghton, Mifflin 


The Chief of Staff of Boston's famous Lying-In-Hospital gives here the his- 
tory of what is now the science of obstetrics, preluded by his own training in the 
field. This is the fourth title in Houghton's Life in America series. Irving writes 
simply, with a certain formality and a balance of true anecdotage, but it scarcely 
seems to warrant the publisher's definition as "witty, charming, humorous". It is 
however a good doctor's story, in a different field. Irving had the example of his 
grandfather, a Civil War surgeon, before him; he chose that profession, interned in 
obstetrics, did general surgery during the World War, and returned to his own field 
to become one of its preeminent teachers and practitioners. The story of the develop- 
ment of obstetrics is one of the most interesting in medicine, from its dark days when 
puerperal fever contributed its high mortality, through the discoveries of anaesthesia, 
antisepsis, to the use of surgery, the caesarean section and the forceps. Worthwhile 


for both subject matter and handling - but not for all laymen. $3.00 
yf Ag J 
November Os. 
PS GD 
Hooton, Earnest MAN’S POOR RELATIONS Doubleday, Doran 


A highly scientific study by a scientist who usually manages to make his 
subject entertaining reading to the neophyte as well as the scientist. This time, 
however, it is definitely for the zoologist and anthropologist. It is a long, de- 
tailed monograph on the primates — monkeys to youe For each classification he goes 
into minute details concerning habitat, physical description of strength, size, weight, 
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coat, color of skin, head and face, trunk and limbs, genitals; behaviour-locomotion, 
nest, food, defecation, social life, noise-making; sex cycle and mating, pregnancy and 
parturition, maternal care, growth, old age; behavior in captivity; the senses; use of 
tools; intelligence and memory, temperament and emotions, diseases. Defined market. 

A definitive book. : $5.00 

13 | 


November 4 
Kieran, John Ed. POEMS I REMEMBER Doubleday, Doran 


If anyone could do this sort of anthology well it would be John Kieran. 
He has made not a random collection of familiar and quotable verse, but virtually a 
chronology of ~ for the most part - the best of English and American poets in memorable 
examples of their work. Each author is introduced with a brief and personal sort of 
note, sometimes biographical, sometimes simply placing the particular poem chosen. It 
is unashamedly a persoral selection, not all "top drawer", often commonplace or stereo- 
typed, usually with a flavor of schoolroom recall. But in the long run, the poems we 
like to remember are there, some - Herve Riel is an example - not easy to locate. 

$3.00 


November 9 


Gordon, Matthew NEWS IS A WEAPON Knopf 


As a volume in the excellent Knopf wartime series, this book has its niche. 
It is no Shirer nor Howard K. Smith, but it should find a satisfactory audience, with 
newspaper men, editorial news offices, radio stations and the news services as natur- 
als. The market is definitely more men than women. Anyone who has followed a range 
of papers and of radio news bulletins’ and commentators, will find Mr. Gordon's analy- 
sis of news stories keenly interesting and illuminating. The Axis powers have been 
just as unscrupulous and clever in handling news as they have been in other lines, 
They have waged their news weapOns against every American, and here is an opportunity 
for everyone to learn and understand this phase of total war and rate it for what it 
is worth. By example after example, the author shows how news is faked, how the Axis 
powers have lied and misled the readers. They have trotted trick after trick out of 
a big bag. One trick was that of reading a list of prisoners of war; they got their 
message over first, then read two names. Another is varying the short broadcast to 
the world and the news to their own people. A third is claiming that their commenta- 
tors express personal views and not those of Berlin. Intellectual warfare is shown 
as a powerful weapon, to be met by intelligent weapons. $2.50 


Sandoz, Mari CRAZY HORSE '' /30 Knopf 


The author of Old Jules turns again to biography, this time in the saga 
of a great Indian leader, Crazy Horse. His life encompasses the bitter period of the 
Sioux Wars, which culminated at Little Big Horn. Brought up on tales and legends sur- 
rounding him, she finally felt compelled to trace them to their sources, and from that 
long research job, this book emerges. It is a book that stands as a monument to white 
stupidity - and cupidity - and mismanagement, as the author traces successive tragic 
mistakes, from the day when a mischance precipitated virtual massacre, to "Custer's 
last fight". Curly or the Light Haired Boy, son of a man who was virtually a mystic, 
was twelve at the start; he had friends among the whites, and no hatred nor bitterness 
against them. This is the story of how hate grew, nurtered by broken promises, cruelty, 
selfishness, greed, as the Oglalas and their kin were pushed hither and yon as he lost 
one after another whom he loved. The story is told in rhythmic prose, echoing the form 
of Indian speech. It is not easy reading ~- it is often confusing - but, in the last 
analysis, it is rewarding and challenging reading. $3.50 
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November id 


Quintanilla, Luis A LATIN AMERICAN SPEAKS Macmillan 


There has been so much about Latin America written by North Americans 
that it makes an interesting contrast to have a Latin American, counsellor of the Mex- 
ican Embassy in Washington (and professor of political science at George Washington 
University) write from the other angle in an attempt to clear up misunderstandings 
on both sides. In the first third of the took, he deals with Latin America and the 
United States separately, pointing out likenesses which should bring about closer af- 
filiation. There is one amusing section in which he presents verbatim the popular con- 
ception of the North American in the mind of the Latin American, and vice versa. He 
does not hesitate to criticize strongly many social evils in both parts of the hemis- 
phere, but he claims that the main thing which unites the two is love of democracy. The 
second part discusses the differences, from what he feels is the one-sided, inefficient 
and outmoded Monroe Doctrine, through the development of Pan Americanism. He points 
out the main difficulty in economic autocracy and exploitation by North American capi- 
tal. The last section hopefully points to a trend towards the Bolivar ideals and a 
hemisphere bloc for democracy versus fascism. Well-constructed, informative, but weak— 
ened by a tendency towards emotional dramatics, which throws doubt on its objectivity. 


And at times, he seems a bit vague and unrealistic. Nonetheless, a valuable book. 
$2.50 or $3.00 


Woods, Ralph L. &d. A TREASURY OF THE FAMILIAR })}|7) Macmillan 


I suppose there are innumerable places where a collection of this sort 
would be useful - small communities, where schools have no library and need one source 
book for recitations, readings, memorizing, and so on; rural centers; poor districts 
where public library facilities are sparse and inadequately financed, and so on. But 
the average reader, the average school or library would find this miscellany of poems, 
hymns, fables, essays, short short stories, speeches, psalms, extracts from the Bible, 
editorials, letters etc. too disorganized, hit or miss, and ~ for the most part — ob- 


vious. Straight merchandise item with a nostalgic flavor, designed for the lowbrow. 
$5.00 post-public 


November 17 


Nash, Ogden GOOD INTENTIONS Little, Brown 


° Master of the mangled verse continues his demented way in a new volume, 
that will regale his many followers as he poetizes the animal, vegetable and human 
kingdomse He describes his many Dr. Fells, comments on varieties of personal exper- 
iences, social activities, foibles and fancies of his fellows. There are a few less 
frivolous pieces on the present war...A good holiday buy, and the first Nash since 


I'm A Stranger Here Myself $2.00 


Beard, Charles, A. & Mary R. THE AMERICAN SPIRIT Macmillan 
The Idea of Civilization in the United States 


Perhaps the Beard name and fame will search out the market for this 
fourth volume of The Rise of American Civilization. I found it very heavy going, 
laboring the point. The Beards set out to trace the sources, the influences, the de- 
finitions, the changing directions of this matter of civilization. They go back to the 
period of political unrest, last 16th century, when the term first was used. They trace 
it through the early republic, through the progress in science, in industrial revolu- 
tion, in social principles; they argue the reciprocal influences of democracy and 
civilization, the church and civilization, etc. They survey the upswing of individual- 
ism, the downswing, the rise of a social conscience. They come to the present and the 
new crusade for civilization - the barriers, the interpretations, the exclusions.$5.00 
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White, Anne Terry MEN BEFORE ADAM Random House 


The notorious "monkey trials" proved that modern man had not yet accepted 
the proved facts of evolution. Anne Terry White, herself an archaelogist, with several 
books to her credit, here sets out - in almost ABC form, to trace the findings since 
Darwin's Origin of Species burst upon the world. Partly biographical, partly armchair 
anthropology — in the last analysis the book is a graphic outline of the march of 
science, with the discoveries of various fossil remains to prove the existence of 
primitive man over 130,000 years, and to give evidence of the tools and implements he 
used and the advanced development of his art. A skillful job. $2.50 


November 23 
Howard, John Tasker THIS MODERN MUSIC Crowell 


Concentrating on modern and new music, this describes and explains the 
way in which music reflects the temperament, the viewpoint and the life of its times, 
why composers differ as periods change, the methods by which they differ, and the 
idioms through which the radical music may be understood. Allowing for opposition by 
the public and the resistance to new music, he surveys the popularity of the tradition- 
al music, and then discusses "this modern music":— dissonance, impressionists, aton- 
ality, polytonality, the "neo" schools, music for use, rhythm He goes into full de- 
tails, traces the progress from pure experimentation to pure creativeness, the use of 
new techniques with discretion and taste, and the standards and criteria with which to 
judge works of new composers. A book for the layman as well as the student musician, 


and an up-to-date guide to music appreciation and criticism. $2.50 
November 
Parkes, Henry Bamford THE WORLD AFTER WAR Crowell 


The author is an American citizen, English born, now teaching at New York 
University. This combination of backgrounds contributes to a completely impartial pre- 
sentation of the problem of maintaining peace in the future. He begins with a discus- 
sion of the wrongs and failures of Versailles and its aftermath. He discusses the 
problem of whether a more just peace could be made today, with no illusions as to 
human nature and its frailties, comes to the conclusion that the United Nations are 
fundamentally lovers of peace, and have a better chance for settling a defensive war 
by a just peace, possible if determined by individual and not. national equality of 
right and opportunity, and implemented by American participation and upheld by force. 
He discusses American diplomacy, isolationism, the inherent inconsistencies of the 
League of Nations (which should be revived not as policy maker but as arbitrator). He 
dismisses the idea of European federation as impossible; feels the same way about Pan- 
American Union; and claims that our natural affiliation is with Great Britain. ye asks 
for greater understanding of Russia to insure United Nations unity. Basically, his 
theory is founded on recognition of self-interest as the motive and force, and accepts 
the fact that the ideal world situation can only be achieved after generations of en- 
forced peace. Perhaps this sort of realistic, objective approach is a good thing, but 
it seems to me to be controversial without being constructive. $2.50 
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Paul, Elliot & WITH A HAYS NONNY NONNY Random House 
Quintanilla, Luis 


Screwball satire, which ends in somewhat serious vein, as Paul and Quin- 
tanilla (who combined on [ntoxication “ade Fasy) conduct "cinematic rambles through 
the Old Testament” with an eye towards production until they run afoul of the prurient 
Hays Code. Samson and Delilah for Gable and Lana Turner; the stories of Jonah, of 
Joshua, of Ruth, of Noah, of Esther - shades of amorality; and at the close, some 
serious remarks anent the industry. Risible - in a rowdy way - as you like it.$2.00 


Again A Rash of Last Minute Arrivals 
Gach, Gene IN THE ARMY NOW Dedd, Mead 


None of the debonair charm of See Here, Private Hargrove in this second- 
or is it a third? - record of a draftee's experiences in this man's army. (H.I.Phillips 
Private Purkey, I believe, is synthetic). Here the humor seems tried for, but — on the 
other hand, it is a much more complete coverage of the whole army routine than is at- 
tempted in the other books. Step by step inclusion of what every private goes through, 
from registration for the draft to the physical examination, induction, placement and 
departure for Fort Hoyt, American Sahara for cavalry. Drill, KP, religion, manoeuvres, 
food, letters, regulars vs draftees, Officers’ School - all giving a pretty clear idea 


of the virtues and the discomforts of military life. (Mid October) $2.00 
Mann, Klaus THE TURNING POINT Le Be Fischer 
* This autobiography by the son of Thomas Mann has a double value:— first 


as a distinguished autobiography, a sensitive portrait of a young man growing up in 
between-wars Germany, second as a loving intimate portrait of his father. A vivid pic- 
ture of what the first war meant to a child, with its violent patriotism, its depriva- 
tions; then the moral disorder of Berlin youth in the '20's and his attempts to express 
himself against the rising tide of fascism, one of the reasons for the family exile. 
Finally, the measures taken in Europe and here to carry on the fight - now epitomized 
in this autobiography as he waits to get into the Army, in the U.S.A. Not always easy 


reading, but important as an emotional and philosophical as well as factual record. 
$3.00 


Dennison, Le R. DEVIL MOUNTAIN Hastings House 


Autobiographical adventure, the story of exploration and gold prospect— 
ing in the wild jungles of Venezuela, as the author, with Jimmie Angel, dare devil pil- 
ot who had once landed on the virtually inaccessible top of "Devil Mountain” (Mr. Auyan- 
Tepui) attempts another flight over the surface of the high plateau. Plane trouble 
causes Angel to turn back, but Dennison goes on with some natives to scale the summit 
on foote There's an exciting canoe trip through turbulent waters, a perilous climb, 
and the groundwork for prospecting the plateau is laid before snake-bit, beri-beri and 
mutiny had made it necessary to turn back. Exciting adventure -— superb descriptive 
writing. . $2.50 


Hagedorn, Hermann SUNWARD I'VE CLIMBED Macmillan 


The biography of John Magee, poet-pilot whose war sonnet, High Flight, 
has been ranked with Rupert Brooke's first world war poetry. The biography is built 
from letters and interviews, and shows much of Brooke in Magee -— mercurial, restive, 
romantic and very young (he was killed a month after enlisting in the RAF — at 18). 
Years at school, Rugby, first love, a summer - at 17 - in America where he was caught 

at the outbreak of war, and then return and the quick end to a potential career. 
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There seems scarcely enough ~ in one memorable poem - to warrant a biography, in these 


days, though Hagedorn has done a better than adequate job. (Publ. ) $1.75 
Albion, Robert G. & SEA LANES IN WARTIME Norton 
Pope, Jennie Barnes The American Experience: 1775-1942 


The book is good history and has a strong topical appeal, in its survey 
of the function of the U S Navy to maintain her "sea lanes in wartime”. The first 
part is the story of our maritime development behind the naval actions (campaigns 
against the Royal Navy, the French under Napoleon, the Barbary Pirates, the raiders of 
the Confederacy). Against this historical background, the authors project the mari- 
time aspects of the two World Wars. Behind the shipping loss statistics, the authors 
have delved to grasp the basic significance of the problem. The passing scene is writ- 
ten in an Only Yesterday style - straight journalese, which has the disadvantage of 
dating the book rapidly. This is good enough to deserve a new edition when the victory 
they prophesy has been confirmed by the event. (10/5) $3.00 


Cornelius, Brother KEITH Old Master of California Putnam 


A massive biography of the Scots born, California adopted landscape and 
portrait painter, relayed with love and admiration, and detailing all phases of his 
artistic and social life. From his teginnings in Scotland to his work for Harper’s in 
New York, his trip to California, his instinctive rooting there, his personal life 
(two marriages, children, friends, temperament, peculiarities), his shift from wood 
engraving to painting, his European trips ~ the minutiae of the man’s existence. There 
is much of early days in California, of Muir and Inness, of patrons, of Berkeley, of 
the famous who came to his studio, of his growing success, of the students he taught. 
His biographer is the head of the Art Department at St. Mary's College, California. 
The volume is liberally illustrated with 200 half tones and 10 color plates. (10/2) 

: $5. 00 


Brekaw, Elizabeth, illus. SILLY WILLY Scribner 


Radio brand of humor ~— assuredly American and presumably popular, with 
almost a folk tale quality. Some of the bits are old ‘uns; many were new to me — but 
then I don't keep abreast of Silly Willy. They read like the sort of quip one cah dash 
off at a moment's notice - but the moment never comes. Text and pictures. (Publ. )$1.50 


Sturn, Alexander FROM AMBUSH TO ZIG-ZAG Scribner 


Sophisticated alphabet book with flippant verses (bearing practically no 
relation to the equally flippant pictures in color). I don't think it is a patch on 
his Problem Fox, which, incidentally, sold 10,000 copies. (Published) $2.00 


Wilcox, R. Turner THE MODE IN COSTUME Scribner 
Egypt 3000 BC to the Present Men and Women 


An essential for anyone who needs to know the minute details of style, 
cut, ornament, color notes, trimming, of costume through the agese This is the most 
complete single volume on the subject that I have seen, illustrated with 1100 line 
drawings, accompanies by full captions which supply the color notes and details the 
drawings cannot show. From the point of view of the modern, it will date rapidly; we 
need perspective to see ourselves historically. In tracing the development through 
the centuries and through Europe, the Near East and America, Miss Wilcox has used all 
conceivable sources, including medals, coins, tapestries, sculpture and painting, 
murals, and the usual written and printed records. The text is more than simply the 
"descriptive notes" indicated in the jacket blurb. In itself it provides a running 
history and chronology and commentary on the development of the mode in men's and 
women's costumes in civil life. An invaluable reference book for stage, screen, 
artists, designers, writers and so on. (Published) $5. 00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





Dodd Mead 
& Hatch, Richard- ALL ABOARD THE WHALE- from 10/6 to 10/20 445 
Skinner, Cornelia O. & Kimbrough, Emily-—- OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY- 
from 11/10 to ??. Future BOM selection. 438 
Doubleday Doran 
Flack, Marjorie- THE NEW PET (J) — from 10/23 to ?? 476 
Goren, C. He-— BETTER BRIDGE- from 10/16 to 10/30 434 
Leacock, Stephen- MONTREAL- from 10/23 to 10/30 398 
Loewenstein, Prince H. zu- ON BORROWED PEACE- from 10/23 to 10/30 467 
Raddall, T. He~ HIS MAJESTY'S YANKEES - from 10/23 to 10/30 422 
Stefansson, V.— GREENLAND- from 10/16 to 10/30 434 
Steiner, Charlotte- LULU MEETS PETER(J)- from 10/9 to 10/23 476 
Tousey, Sanford— AIRPLANE ANDY (J)- from 10/9 to 10/23 478 
Duell Sloan & Pearce 
Holmes, He H.e— ROCKET TO THE MORGUE- from 11/6 to 11/26 516 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Carter, Holding- LOWER MISSISSIPPI (J) - from 10/21 to 10/26 489 
Oboler, Arch- PLAYS FOR AMERICANS - from 10/8 to 10/19 463 
Parks, E. We- LONG HUNTER (J) - from 9/24 to 10/15 414 
Wiener, Willard- MORNING IN AMERICA- from 10/14 to 11/2 455 
Harper 
Carr, John D.— EMPEROR'S SNUFF BOX — from 10/14 to 10/28 465 
Komroff, Me- ALL IN OUR DAY— from 9/15 to 10/1 384 
Maurois, Andre- I REMEMBER I REMEMBER— from 10/14 to 10/7 480 
Lippincott 3 
Rich, Louise D.- WE TOOK TO THE WOODS - definite date 11/18 431 
Little Brown 
Si) Agar, Herbert- A TIME FOR GREATNESS— from 10/24 to 10/5 403 
Lutes, Della T.~ COUSIN WILLIAM - from 10/22 to 11/10 436 
MacGlashan, Ke—- HORSELESS BUGGY —- from 10/23 to 11/9. This title will be 
sold as fiction. 437 
Macmillan 
Cochran & Miller-— AGE OF ENTERPRISE- from 9/8 to 10/6 301 
Gaisberg, Fe W.e- THE MUSIC GOES ROUND- from 10/6 to 10/20 366 
Hager, As R.e— FRONTIER BY AIR —- from 10/6 to 9/22 400 
Mason, Miriam E.—- MATILDA AND HER FAMILY (J)-— from 10/20 to 11/17 478 
Morris, Walter-AMERICA IN SEARCH OF A WAY- from 10/6 to 10/27 463 
Mytinger, Caroline- HEADHUNTING AROUND THE CORAL SEA- from 9/29 to 10/27 399 
Petit, Me—- LA QUINTRALA- from 9/29 to 10/13 385 
Smith, Denys— AMERICA AND THE AXIS WAR- from 9/22 to 10/27 428 
Stern, G. B.-— THE YOUNG MATRIARCH- from 9/29 to 10/13 419 
Turnbull, As Se- THE DAY MUST DAWN- from 10/23 to 10/20. July Literary 
Guild Selection 356 
Modern Age 
Ley, Willy- SHELLS AND SHOOTING- Note Publisher change to Viking. Date 
change from 9/? to 10/5 392 
Oxford 


Sweezy, Paul M.- THE THEORY OF CAPITALISTIC DEVELOPMENT—- from 10/8 to 11/? 463 
Torres—Rioseco, Ae- THE EPIC OF LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE - from 9/24 to 10/15 


Viking 475 
Robinson, Tom- IN AND OUT- (J) = postponed to 1943 340 
Waldeck, J. Be McE.- LITTLE LOST MONKEY - from 9/? to 10/28 283 


oe Whittlesey House 
Adams, F.eP.Ae- INNOCENT MERRIMENT -— from 10/5 to 10/19. Index to include 


Authors, titles, first lines. 432 





